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'spirit. No Roman general ever more devoutly took the 1646 omens. There was here some psychological necessity, the craving of a slow-moving mind for an external stimulus, and he laboured to make his own need a canon for other people. Mercies must be looked for, for they were a token of the divine approval. '" I have had greater mercies," he wrote after he took Bletchingdon, " but none clearer."1 He saw in Naseby " none other but the hand of God." 2 After the fall of Bristol he told the Commons : " He that runs may read that all this is none other than the work of God. He must be a very atheist that does not acknowledge it";3 and after the capture of Winchester, " You see God is not weary in doing you good; I confess His favour to you is as visible, when this comes by His power upon the hearts of your enemies, making them quit places of strength to you, as when He gives courage to your soldiers to attempt hard things."4 But in addition to this zealous watching for the hand of the Almighty there was also the duty of constantly entering into mystical communion with the unseen. On the eve of Marston Moor he disappeared, and was found by a girl in a disused room on the top of a tower wrestling in prayer with his Bible before him,5 and before the sack of Basing he spent hours on his knees. The health of his soul depended upon the frequent renewal of that spiritual experience which had first given him peace.

The style of the letters written during these years is for the most part brisk, emphatic and soldierly. To the men of his faith, who had small literary knowledge behind them, the words of Scripture were the only means of expressing either strong emotion or some high conception of policy. The language of Zion was soon to become a bleak conventional jargon, but it is fair to recognize that it was originally used by simple men for the reason that they could not otherwise express thoughts beyond their daily compass. When Oliver writes about

1 L. and S., I. 193.                               2 Ibid., I. 204.

8 Ibid., I. 217.                                       * Ibid., I, 221.

5 See Rosebery, Miscellanies, I. 94, for the provenance of this story.
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